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Course Description
The course emphasizes the development of listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills through
the study of the four genres of literature, fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama. Fiction and poetry
are covered in English 3011, while drama and nonfiction are covered in English 3012.
Objectives
General:
Students will further develop reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills in English
acquired in English 3011. In addition, they will continue to use and develop critical thinking
skills by analyzing relevant topics and issues dealt with in select literary texts, and reacting to
them in an open forum of ideas. As in English 3011, classroom activities in English 3012 will
continue to be directed toward improving students' awareness of the importance of literature as
a means of communicating cultural values and promoting awareness and change in society.
Specific:
By the end of the course students will be able to:
A) Drama
1. Reading
Analyze the elements of drama in select plays.
a. Identify salient themes in select plays under discussion.
b. Research the authors' lives to determine the degree in which the historical
background of their work may or may not influence their ideas on given
topics.
c. Use computer technology to search for information on authors, dramas, and
critical expositions about these.
d. Review critical commentaries and discuss their theoretical value or use.
2. Writing
e. Internalize grammar basics (subject-verb agreement, pronoun agreement,
sentence combining).
f. Use the correct structure of the paragraph (overall organization, well- defined
topic sentences, effective support, transitional phrases, relevant conclusions,
unity and coherence).
g. Write an essay including proper formulation of the thesis, supporting points
and conclusion.
h. Acquire an ability to paraphrase prose and poetry.
i. Identify the importance of synthesis and apply it to various genres.
j. Write a review of a film, novel or other genre.
k. Cite documentation of bibliographical/reference sources (traditional or

electronic) following the MLA style and incorporate these into essays or
paragraphs correctly.
3. Listening/Speaking
a. Present personal points of view to class for consideration and debate.
b. React to comments made by other students and/or the professor on topics
being discussed:
4. Critical thinking
c. Identify and compare logical fallacies
d. Develop an ability to understand and think critically about literary texts as
culturally situated artifacts that serve various cultural, social and political
purposes.
e. Form opinions and create arguments as part of an ongoing debate on topics
related to class work.
f. Draw patterns or relationships between the works discussed in class and
their connection to “real” life.
B) Nonfiction (specific skills will be treated as with drama above)
a. Distinguish nonfiction from other genres and consider its place in literature.
b. Analyze essays, biographical resources and the news media (printed,
electronic and the World Wide Web).
c. Research topics of current importance, to review data, come to conclusions,
and present reports
Course Outline and Time Distribution
1. General introduction to the course. Includes discussion of syllabus and general
class guidelines
(1.5 hours)
2. Review of troublesome grammar skills, mainly consistent verb tense and parallel
constructions.
(3 hours)
3. Introduction to the essay and its elements. This includes the reading of essays,
general discussion of central themes and structure as well as responding to
these in writing.
(12 hours)
4. Introduction to Logical fallacies and discussion of fallacies.
(3 hours)
5. From paragraph to paraphrase
(3 hours)
6. From essay to summary
(3 hours)
7. Writing the film review. Includes a discussion of different types of reviews
and an analysis of what each type includes.
(4.5 hours)
8. Introduction to drama and its elements. Selected plays will stress one or
another element as well as general comprehension
(13.5 hours)
9. Overview of work done or remaining to be completed. Last chance to hand
in or revise essays. Class evaluation.
(1.5 hours)
Total 45.0 hours
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Instructional Techniques
The following strategies may be used to enhance student-teacher interaction and the teachinglearning process:
1. Lectures
2. Workshops
3. Oral reports
4. Power point presentations
5. Library research
6. Collaborative projects
Learning Resources and Minimum Required Installations and Facilities

1.
2.
3.
4.

Multimedia and audiovisual resources
Handouts
Online resources
Library

Evaluation Techniques
1.
2.
3.
4.

Examinations
Quizzes/oral reports
Writing Projects
Attendance and participation

30%
10%
50%
10%

***Any changes to the above evaluation criteria will take place only after consultation with
students.
NOTE: The specific needs of students sheltered under Law 51 will be taken into
consideration.
Reasonable Accommodation
Students who are sheltered under Law 51 or receive vocational rehabilitation services that require
reasonable accommodations must inform the professor at the beginning of the semester by bringing an
official letter that is sent from the office that deals with the matters of persons with impediments at the
university in order to offer the necessary accommodations in accordance to the specifications that are
delineated in said document.
Academic Integrity
The University of Puerto Rico promotes the highest standards of academic and scientific integrity. Article
6.2 of the UPR Students General Bylaws (Board of Trustees Certification 12-2009-2010) states that
academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to: fraudulent actions; obtaining grades or academic
degrees by false or fraudulent simulations; copying the whole or part of the academic work of another
person; plagiarizing totally or partially the work of another person; copying all or part of another person’s
answers to the questions of an oral or written exam by taking or getting someone else to take the exam on
his/her behalf; as well as enabling and facilitating another person to perform the aforementioned
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behavior. Any of these behaviors will be subject to disciplinary action in accordance with the disciplinary
procedure laid down in the UPR Students General Bylaws.

Grading Scale
100% – 90%
89% – 80%
79% – 70%
69% – 60%
59% and lower

A
B
C
D
F
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